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Ménétrier disease: A rare cause of
hypertrophic gastropathy�

Enfermedad  de Ménétrier: una causa rara de
gastropatía hipertrófica

Ménétrier  disease  (MD)  is an  enteropathy  characterized  by
gastric  fold  hyperplasia  and  a  state  of  protein  loss.  Pharma-
cologic  treatment  has shown  varying  results,  and  in cases  of
refractoriness,  gastrectomy  is  a therapeutic  option.1,2

A  58-year-old  woman  with  4-month  progression  of  the dis-
ease  presented  with  mild  epigastralgia,  nausea,  and  lower
limb  edema.  Laboratory  work-up  reported  Hb 10  g/dl,  total
protein  4.8  g/dl,  and  albumin  2.9  g/dl.  Endoscopy  revealed
multiple  hypertrophic  folds  in the  gastric  body,  resembling
‘‘circumvolutions’’  with  mucus  (Fig.  1A  and  B), and  erosions
at  the  level  of  the antrum  (Fig.  1C). The  anatomopathologic
study  reported  marked  foveolar  hyperplasia,  tortuous  fove-
olar  glands,  and  multiple  cystic  dilations  (Fig.  1D),  as  well
as  the  presence  of  Helicobacter  pylori. Extended-release
octreotide  was  administered  at a  dose  of  20  mg  IM  monthly,
for  4 months,  along  with  1  g of  amoxicillin  every  12  h and
500  mg  of  levofloxacin  every  24  h  for 14  days,  for  Helicobac-

ter pylori  eradication,  and 40  mg  of esomeprazole  every  12  h
for  4  months.  The  eradication  of  the bacterium  was  veri-
fied.  Given  the lack  of clinical  and  endoscopic  improvement,
monoclonal  antibodies  were  considered  the  best option.
However,  those  medications  are not  available  at  our  hospi-
tal,  and  so total  gastrectomy  was  performed.  The  patient’s
progression  was  favorable  at the follow-up  at one  year.

Figure  1  (A)  Gastric  body  showing  giant  hypertrophic  folds.  (B)  Folds  with  mucus  secretions.  (C)  Gastric  antrum  with  erosions.

(D) Histologic  study  showing  marked  foveolar  hyperplasia  and  cystic  dilations.
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MD  is  a gastropathy  characterized  by gastric  fold  hyper-
trophy,  with  protein  loss.  It affects  middle-aged  men3 and
is  associated  with  gastric  adenocarcinoma  in  6---10% of
cases.4

The  disease  is  related  to higher  alpha-TGF  production  and
epithelial  cell proliferation  that  produce  abundant  mucus.
The  hypersecretion  of  mucus  causes  malabsorption  of  nutri-
ents,  electrolytes,  and  vitamins.  Ninety  percent  of  cases  are
associated  with  Helicobacter  pylori.3,4

The  clinical  manifestations  are epigastralgia  (65%),
anorexia  (45%),  weight  loss  (45%),  edema  (38%),  and  vom-
iting  (38%);  diarrhea  and  gastrointestinal  bleeding  are  less
frequent.3,5

Laboratory  findings  include  hypoalbuminemia,  ele-
vated  serum  gastrin  levels,  and  iron-deficiency  anemia.5

Endoscopy  identifies  hypertrophic  gastric  folds  that  do
not  affect  the antrum.  Histologic  study  describes  fove-
olar  hyperplasia,  oxyntic  gland  atrophy,  and  a decrease
in  parietal  cells,  as  well  as  edema  and  smooth  muscle
hyperplasia  in the  lamina  propria.6,7 The  differential  diag-
nosis  in hypertrophic  gastropathy  should  include  infections
due  to  cytomegalovirus  and  syphilis;  tumors,  such  as  ade-
nocarcinoma,  lymphoma,  and  Zollinger-Ellison  syndrome;
infiltrative  diseases,  such  as  sarcoidosis  and  amyloidosis;  and
other  causes,  such  as  eosinophilic  gastroenteritis.6 Treat-
ment  includes  a protein-rich  diet,  proton pump inhibitors,
and  macronutrient  replacement.  Octreotide  has  been shown
to  be beneficial  in some  patients,  but  in refractory  cases,
total  gastrectomy  is  recommended,  as  in  the case  of  our
patient.8,9
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In conclusion,  MD  is  a form  of  hypertrophic  gastropa-
thy  that  presents  with  digestive  symptoms  and  protein  loss.
In medical  treatment-refractory  cases,  total  gastrectomy
should  be considered  an  option.
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behalf of Asociación Mexicana de Gastroenteroloǵıa. This is an
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Liver transplantation from a donor
with  multidrug-resistant
Acinetobacter baumannii infection.
Is  it a risk?�

Trasplante  hepático de un donador con
infección por Acinetobacter baumannii

multidrogorresistente.  ¿Representa  un  riesgo?

Orthotopic  liver  transplantation  (OLT)  is  the treatment  of
choice  for  patients  with  end-stage  liver  disease,  acute  liver
failure,  hepatocellular  carcinoma,  and  other  liver  diseases.1

� Please cite this article as: García-Carrera CJ, Rivera-Lopez FE,

Papacristofilou-Riebeling B, Fernández-García OA, García-Juárez I.

Trasplante hepático de un donador con infección por Acinetobac-

ter baumannii multidrogorresistente. ¿Representa un riesgo? Rev

Gastroenterol Mex. 2023;88:436---439.

However,  the mortality  rate  for patients  on  the liver
transplant  waiting  list  has increased  due  to  high  demand  and
organ  scarcity  worldwide,  including  Mexico.2 To  resolve  this
problem,  efforts  have  been  made  to  broaden  the potential
donor  pool,  including  some  donors  considered  ‘‘high  risk’’  or
marginal;  for  example,  donors  with  positive  blood  cultures,
whose  organs  can  be  safely  transplanted,  with  the  excep-
tion  of  those  with  sepsis  and  multiorgan  failure  at  the  time
of  procurement.3

We  present  herein  the  case  of  an OLT  recipient  whose
donor  had  confirmed  bacteremia  due  to  multidrug-resistant
(MDR)  Acinetobacter  baumannii  (A.  baumannii).

A  66-year-old  man,  whose  current  disease  appeared  in
2016,  characterized  by  general  malaise,  variceal  bleed-
ing,  ascites,  and  grade  II hepatic  encephalopathy.  He  was
diagnosed  with  cirrhosis  of  the liver  due  to metabolic
dysfunction-associated  fatty  liver  disease  (MAFLD),  after
ruling  out  other  etiologies.  Two  years  after  his  disease  onset,
the  patient  developed  three  lesions  under  4 cm, consistent
with  hepatocellular  carcinoma.  He  received  three  sessions
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